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A littlo while totor, ll tho animale wore safely on board. 
"Now, ¡ts time to break up the Hound of Horror, and give 

these spaceships back to their rightful owners,” said Bardot 
Dmitri winced ot the ideo 


“Come on! Don't forget you're û good bay now!” said Bardot 
"HUH!" Dmitri hufted and went to work. 
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—-m, the ships had been divided up. 

Choti was back in hers. 

Chump in his. 

‘Bardot in hers. 

Ting and Hong wero given the ship that in the distant 
past had belonged to the fruit flies, 


Well, Chump, I guess you'll 
be heading back (0 Earth! 


Mmm. Not just yet. I've 
grown to love it up here 
in space. And, if Earth 
needs saving again, 
we'll be ready! 
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ANIMALS IN SPACE 


the real animals that were blasted into space. 


ж Franco really did sand a Cot into space. In 1063, Félicetio 
was sent up n o Veronique rocket. She survived her font 
‘and hos been honoured with a bronze statue in Franca, so 
sho will novar bo forgotton. 


Argentina joined the space race in 1067 by launching o rat 
named Belisorio into 52068 опо YOrorá rocket. 


Russio sent up two tortoises on Zond 5111908. They 
bacamo tho first animals to bo blasted into doo spaco and 
circle the moon, 


Cross spiders named Anita ard Arabella followed, joining 
astronauts on the US rocket Skylab 3 in 1979, 


‘And in case you were thinking that gerbils were never 
blasted into space, they мега! Russia sent them up in 2007! 
Therr mission was to sae f humans could survive û trip to 

Mors, One doy, we might even see gerbils living on Mors, 


LE жж 


Actually, that’s a cool 
idea for a story... 
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ASTROCHIMP 


ж 


All the characters in Astrochimp are based on 


Fruit flies were indeed the first cractures to be sent into space, 
1п1947. 1t wos 0 US mission, on a V-2 rocket. At thot time, no 
ce knew if any animal could survive in space, These fruit flies 
proved they could. 


Then, 111940, there followed o rhesus mocoque monkey, 
nomed Albert I. Арш, this was û US mission using a Y-2 rocket, 
Alberti was the first onimol in spose, if you don't count the 
frult fes. Sadly, he died when the rocket'sporochure foiled to 
‘open on his return to Earth. 


‘The Russians were not to be outdone by the US. In 1957, they 
‘sont a stray dog named Lotka on Sputnik 210 orbit Earth, 
She did not survive, but is still famous around the world. In. 
Russio, here Is о stocue of the hele Laika, ond she Is even 
‘commemorated on stamps and boxos of matches, 


‘As tho spaco raco heatod up botwoon those two comparing 
nations, the US responded in 1959 by sending a rhesus macaque 
monkey named Miss Able ond a squirrel monkey nomed Miss 
Bokorinto spoco on a Jupitor rockot, Thay modo history by 
becoming the first monkeys to sotely return to Earth. 


Chump wos inspired by Hom the chimpanzee. In 196) he “қ 
become the first rent ope in space, Ham was even given some 
responsibilty in piloting his Mercury spococraft, Ho returned 

safely to Earth and became o national hero. 
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Chump is right! And I've been thinking... 


Your name shouldn't be “Chump”! 


No. It doesn't suit you at all. 


|] But | am a chump. 


Your name 
should бе 


m 


СНАМР 
THE CHIMP! 
Suits you! 


ASTROCHIMP 


"WOW!" excloimed Champ. "Thank you!” 
"You don't have to thank me,” replied Bardot. “We all must 
thank you, Champ, for saving Earth! 
With that, oll the other creatures govo Champ a cheer. 


You know who to call in an emergency! 


Who, dear? 


US, DEAR! 
NO NEED TO SHOUT, DEAR! 


1. AM. NOT. SHOUTING! 


YES! YOU! 
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A giant gerbil-shoped 
shadow plunged Earth 
into darkness, 


| 
t 


“AAARRRGHHH!” cried. 
Choti. The pain made her 
nour! in an instant! 
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Making sure Bordot was 
watching, Dmitri took a 
heroic loop at the quoon. 

But the queen had 
mighty strength! 


An EPIC BATTLE commencer 


FORGET THIS OLD DOG! 
SAVE EARTH! 


Chump and Bardot tried to save him, but the queen 
‘thwacked them away, 


т 


Leaming reading speed 65% 


DAVID WALLIAMS 


The chimp wos right. That fluffy thing cs thick os 
û tree trunk was indeed Choti's tail! 


Ae Boom зоом BOOM 


Using all their strength, the chimp, the dog and 
the cat lifted it. Bardot gove a signal to the tortoises. 
Ting ond Hong lowered thelr rocket until It was 
hovering over the tip of the tail. Then, with the 
rockets metal grabbers, they reached out to grasp it, 


Just as it was within reach, \ 
the craft took a HUGE HIT! М М 
(NNUS. 
- 
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“STOP RIGHT 
THERE! 


I thought you said you wanted to save 
itand then destroy it yourself! 


Well, yes, but I had a think about 
it, and it’s a lot of faffing about! 


Ido mean, And I am mean! 
This giant gerbil will stay on its 
collision coursa! 
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A littlo while totor, ll tho animale wore safely on board. 
"Now, ¡ts time to break up the Hound of Horror, and give 
these spaceships back to their rightful owners,” said Bardot 

Dmitri winced ot the ideo 
"Come on! Don't forget you're а good boy now!” said Bardot 
"HUH" Dmitri huffed and went to work 
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Soon, the ships had been divided up. 
Choti was back in hers. 
Chump in his. 
Bardot in hers. 
Ting and Hong wero given the ship that in the distant 


past had belonged to the fruit flies, 


Well, Chump, I guess you'll 
be heading back (0 Earth! 


Mmm. Not just yet. I've 
grown to love it up here 
in space. And, if Earth 
needs saving again, 
we'll be ready! 
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The gang zoomed over to catch hold of the gerhil and untied 
her tail from the missile, 

“EEK?” squeaked little Спок. 

"i speak Geri" replied border, “EEK! EEEK! EEEEK! EEK!” 


THIS WAS THE DEADLIEST MISSION OF ALL! “EEK!” agreed chou, 
“What did you tell her?” asked Dmitri. 


TO SEND A GIANT GERBIL BACK UP “The whole st 
| e whole story! Now, Chump, you keep Choti sofe!” 
ate < р you keep Choti sofe! 
A BLACK HOLE The chimp cradled the gerbil їп his hand, and placed her 
inside his spocesuit 
“where to now?" asked Bordct. 
“Lova find my ship!” soid Dmitri 
“our ships!" 
“Sorry, Our ships!" 


ONE! The gang took Choti by surprise and grabbed hold of her ші. 
TWO! They tied the ond of her tall to the missile. 

THREE! Dmitri poworod the missile through space. 

FOUR! They found the end of a black hole. 

FIVE! They leaped off the missile just In Ume. 

IX! The missile pulled Choti into the black hole. 

SEVEN! Tho gang all held on to Bardot, who powered them through 


‘They zoomed off into space in search o! the Hound of Horror. 


apace. 
Just as Bardct's jetpack was about to run out of power, 


EIGHT! They recched the mouth of the black hole, Keeping а safe 
distance so they Would not be sucked in thomoclves. 

NINE! They waited. And walted some more. 

TEN! A minuscule missile shot out, towing a little gerbil 
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But what about the 
giant gerbil? 


She just bit our rocket 
in halt! 
'She's frighten 


Ys Not as frightened 
! + asu: 


Listen, her own ship was stolen \ 
from her by a space pirate! 


That's the old me - I’ve changed! JEN 
$ 
/ 


+ 
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The gerbil was sucked into а black hole that made ner a 
million times bigger. t am sure there is а way to make her a 
millan times smaller. .. to get her back to normal size. 


How are we going 
to do that? 


1 think | know where 
Chump is going with this! 
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But who should come то the rescue, sitting astride o missile? 
Dmitrit Flying the missile like a winged horse, controlling its 
every twist and turn, 


Never unset a gerbil. Especially not a giant опе. Gerbils 
may be cute and fluffy, but they BITE! 

As she wos dragged through space by her tail, Choti 
orched her back and went in for the kill 00 NOT FEAR! DMITRI 
IS HERE! 


CHOMP! 


“IT'S THE END!” cried Bardot. 
The yerbi’s giant razor-sharp 
- teeth bit the rocket In two! 


“How оге you working that thing?" asked Bardot. 
“Easy! | found this spanner” said оті, holding up the 
опе Chump had dropped in space. “You will be glad to know 
\ the queen wos shot across the solar system by а missile, 
which exploded on Pluto. She must hove been blown into 
a billion bits! Now hop on.” 
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va 


he! 


^ Mong pulled o lever and the atomic engine exploded into e, — 07 
The orolt shot off, jerking the gerbil halfway across the Wc 
solar system in п split second. 


post 
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suum! pOON! Boom 


The explosions blasted our heroas off their feet, bur still 
they surged forward, on their hunt for the creature's tail. 


The giant gerbil was now dangerously close to Earth, 


OVER HERE! 
I'VE FOUND HER TAIL! 
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The other chimps ot the zoo named Y 
me “Chump”, after all. But | don't care! 
JUST LET ME QUT OF THIS THING! 
I'M SURE I CAN SAVE THE GERBIL АМО 
EARTH! NOW OPEN THE HATCH! 


lom coming Bardot, If you're going, 
with you, Fm going! 
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WE'RE DOOMED! 
2 There must be о way 


N 
10 save her! 


Open the hatch! 


Only a fool would go out 


there now. You'll be Killed! 7 2 


You ali think I'm a 
fool anyway! 
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Well, this gerbil will be put out 
of her misery soon. 


What do you mean? 


When we've blown her up! 


We can't blow up a gerbil! 


Not even a giant one? 


Not even a giant gerbil hurtling 
towards Earth? 
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Now, 1 know what 
you ore thinking. You ore thinking 
that this story has token a silly turn. 
WELL, YOU WOULD BE WRONG! 
Why? Booauso if you go baok to tho boginning 
of tha book you will find a character who іс 
missing, prosumod боой. 
А gerbil. 
An Indian gorbil. 
An indian gerbil named Choti. 
But why is Choti a GIANT gerbil? 
To find out, we must return 
to the story. 
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“That gerbil must have suffered the same fate os us fruit 
flies!" said the queen. 

"A BLACK HOLE!” said Bardot. 

"YES!" 

"Why is cho rollad up into а boll?” asked Dmitri. 

"Lots of onimols at the zoo would roll themselves into a boll 
when they wore frightened,” replied Chump. 

‘We tortoises disappear into cur shells,” said Hong. 

"Of course!" exclaimed Bardot, “Hurtling through that block 
hole must have terrified this creature!” 

“And being shot out the other and,” agreed Chump 
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Is it somo kind of furry fruit? 
Like a peach? 


A GIANT PEACH! That's a whole 
ditferent story by an infinitely 
more tolented writer! 


Do you still need to 
nee, dear? hold itt 


You'll have to 
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1 do, but It’s not that! 
IVE GOT IT! 
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You can’t buy 
а blanket that 
big for love nor 
money, dear! 


Looks like a 
nice warm 
blanket to me! 
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You are willing to die 
to sove Earth? 


You make me 
want to be a 


better dog! 
The surface is so 


stronge! 


It it's particularly deadly, 


please could you drop me off 
at tho nearest plonet? 


It's too late for that. Mars 
was a milion miles ago! 


But I am only one 
hundred and thirty, i've got 
my whole life ahead of те! 
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How are we going 
to stop it destroying We should blast it 
to bits! 


We don’t have 
blosters any Оһ yos, wo do. We have something 
thot could create the biggest blast 
in the history of the universe! 


An atomic reactor! 


| That sounds like а 
deadly mission! 
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Í EPISODE. 
| TEN 


У, 


Тһе atomic rocket, with our heroes now safely 
back inside, went at atomic speed, 


000 


Far ahood, THE MYSTERIOUS GLOBE OF DOOM 
came into view, all the time looking bigger and 
bigger ов the rockot drew nearer and nearer. 
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As they drew near, the rocket turned round. Now it was heading 
Into the storm! 

“(don’t believe it” sald Bardot, “THE RESCUE SHIP IS ACTUALLY 
GOING TO RESCUE US!” 

"YES!" said Chump, Jumping for Joy, ond very nearly falling 


off his asteroid, 


Now A DARING STUNT was required; leaping off the asteroids 
and landing on the rocket. 

No easy task, going ot this speed. 

“WAIT FOR IT! WAIT FOR IT!" teased Bardot. “NOW!” 
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Hold on, banana boy! 
We're not out of this yet! 
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To everyone's surprise, not least his, it was Chump who 
had the bright ideo. 


EPISODE 
NINE 


Why don't we 
catch up with them 
on an asteroid? 
They go fast! 


But asteroid fields 
ore deadly! 


Staying out here and 
doing nothing is deadly too! 
Chump's idea [s BANANAS 
BUT BRILLIANT! 
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Yank it, dear! 
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It was а simple sponner-based task, but, being а bit of a 
spanner, Chump dropped the spanner as soon as he was 
handed it and it drifted off into apace. 


ASTROCHIMP 


ALL RIGHT, TORTOISES! 
FIRE HER UP! 
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“THIS IS AN ATOMIC REACTOR!" exclaimed Bardot. 

"Like on atomic bomb?" asked Dmitri 

ОШ 

"Thot must be why they chose tortoises for this mission, They 
had a greater chance of surviving the radiation.” 

well, they have got shells," said Chump. 

"it's because they're reptiles, Chump. Reptiles were the only 
creatures who survived the atomic bomb tests In the desert a 
oentury ago." 

"Ir it's powered by an atomic reactor, why does this ship go so 
slowly?" asked Dmitri, 

“That’s whot we've got хо find put, boys!” said Bardot 


You can hold this 
spanner, 
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Bardot, we'll never be able 

to catch up with thot globe in 

this old piece of junk. It would 
be quicker to walk. 


/ could go out and 


glveit a push? Heads wore chakon, oyes were 
rolled and cighs wore sigh 


1know how to make this 
thing go faster. Follow met 
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Bardot weaved past everyone and out of the rocket. Dmitri 
and Chump followed, and all three took a spacewalk, They 
went round to the back of the ship to soup up the engine. 


But nothing could have prepared them for what they found. .. 
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ASTROCHIMP 


Гат all powerful! So, Y will 
decide. We shall save Earth! 


1 thought you fruit 
flies hated Earth too! 


You even said you were 
going to destroy iti 


1 will, But rm not having some giant 
globe destroy Earth! |, and | alone, 
will destroy it! need to take my own 


REVENGE! So, just as soon as we've 
saved it, | will dostroy it! 


That's some twisted logic. 
Let's just save itt 
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“That's one Way of locking at it,” replied Bardot, “Anothor is that 
they took you off the streets, sent you on an adventure beyond your 
wildest dreams ond made you the most famous dog of ali time!” 


There is even a statue 
of you In Moscow! 
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Yes! AS long us there 
оге humans left alive, you 
will be famous forever 
and ever and ever! 


Is there апу way of 
saving the statue 
without saving Earth? 


N0000000000! For goodness’ 
sake, Dmitri, for once con't 
you be a good boy? 


I bet you can be а good 
boy if you really try. 


I thought you 
wanted to kill me! 


Not quite yet. 


i 


Now, let's have a show of hands, I meon 
paws, it you want to save Earth! 


Ihave hands! 
Two, I think! 
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Do you have a loo on 
board, please? 


(we do, deor, but їз blocked. J 
Y 
Has са for лет PU 


Best you wait until you 
Earth is a beautiful planet, 
home to millions of forms of life. 
It we don't save it, they will 
be gone forever! 


get back to Earth, 7% | 
Well, unless s is 


destroyed first, dear! 


Chimps like me would 


We have to save be destroyed too! 


Earth! How fast 
does this heap of 
Junk go? 


{havent got beef with the 
animals, it's the humans | despise, 
They left me up here to die! 


“Too fast for us, dear" replied one of the tortoises, 
trying to operate the controls while o cat's belly 
pushed against her face. “Hold on tight!” 
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Do you have a loo on 
board, please? 


(we do, dear, but їз blocked. NIA PN 
Y 
Has са for лет PU 


Best you wait until you 
get bock to Eorth. 


Wel, unless is 
destroyed first, dear! 


We have to save 
Earth! How fast 
does this heap of 
Junk go? 


“Too fast for us, dear" replied one of the tortoises, 
trying to operate the controls while о cat's belly 
pushed against her face. “Hold on tight!” 
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She yanked a lever, ond the spacecraft lurched off 


at the speed of a sloth. 


Why should we 
save Earth? 


For a billion 
reasons! Ду 
өс; 


Earth is a beautiful planet, 
home to millions of forms of life. 
It we don't save it, they will 
be gone forever! 


Chimps like me would 
be destroyed too! 


I haven't got beef with the 
animals, it's the humans | despise, 
They left me up here to die! 
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‘unum swung with his feet, ond they performed 


Dmitri grabbed on to Chump, Bardot grabbed on to Dmitri, Ting ИШ an, ocding up Y aja mida, 


grobbed on to Bardot, Hong grabbed on to Ting and, ANNOYINGLY 
FOR EVERYONE EXCEPT HER, the queon grabbed on to Hong, 


Youre still allve, 
ше you? 


We need to get inside 
the rocket now! The tortoises’ tiny rocket was 
now full to bursting. 
Talis tickled toes. 
Whiskers itched tummies 
And noses were perilously 
close to bottoms. 
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EPISODE : 
EIGHT . JEE 


The pineapple blasted into а billion chunks! 


(2 


ASTROCHIMP 
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Look, ladies, we can figure this out 
оп our own! We don’t need rescuing! 


Oh dear. We'd better be on our way, then! 
All right, dears! 


' 
Give те a minute, dear. Resting on the control panel No need to shout! 
т pooped! to get her breath back, Ting > 


ж 


accidentally leaned on the У | 
SELF-DESTRUCT buttont | i coc 
seconds left! 


Less of the “old”, please! t ат only 
a hundred years older than yout 
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Eventually, the rocket ship reached the pineapple. Not pu 
the brakes on in time, it pranged into the ship. 


9 


B 
PARDON US! 


Never fear! The Space 
Rescue Emergency 
Team is here! 


ut 
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I thought we were the Space Emergency Rescue Team. 


What did 1 say, dear? 


The Space Rescue Emergency Team. 


Yes, dear! 


0h dear, dear. Everybody, do you mind 
if we go out and come back in again? 


There's no need to shout! 
We're not deal, dear! 


What did you soy, dear? 


We're not deaf, dear! 
WHAT, DEAR? 
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“LOOK!” exclaimed the queen, pointing out of the porthole, 
In the distance, a creaky old space rocket was idling along. 
THE SPACE EMERGENCY RESCUE TEAM was emblazoned 
оп the sido. But they had run out of орао, зо the “M” was 
missing, It road: 


^" THE SPACE EMERGENCY RESCUE TEA 


Providing cups of tea in 
emergencies didn’t have the 
‘some sense of огото, Even 
if they come with biscuits, 


м 


Learning reading speed 


жа 


А5ТКОСНІМР 


‘hose aboard the pineapple shifted around awkwardly 
os they waited and waited and Waited. 
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Where is it going? That 
might give us a clue! 


| [pa thing is so big 
it could destroy the 
whole planet! 

Con we stop it? | 
would hate anything 
bad to happen to all 

my animal chums 

back on Earth! 


The controls on my 
pineapple ship have all 


been blasted to pieces, л 


We аге stuck here. 
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Space emergency rescue team? 


By the time they get here, 
the emergency will be well 


and truly over! 


Why? Who are 
they? 


The slowest creatures on Earth had become the fastest when 
they were fired into space from a Chinese space centre. 

Once they'd found themselves abandoned up there, Ting 
‘and Hong were determined to help others in distress. Bo they 
turned their rockot ship into c rescue ship. 

THE SPACE EMERGENCY RESCUE TEAM was born, 

Of course, if you require roscuing, it needs to be fost. 

Sadly, these tortoises didn’t do fast. 

They were the slowest rescue team in the universe! 
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Everyone was now bock to their normal selves, except they 
all had a look of TERROR in their eyes. Or, in Dmitri case, eye. 


WHAT THE HECK WAS. 
THAT BIG BROWN-AND- 
WHITE THING? J don’t know. 
А spacecraft? 


Some sort of 
MEGA DOUGHNUT? 


As the asteroids passed, the pineapple lurched |: 
| to analt, lost in the vast emptiness of space. | 
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It was only when it hit an asteroid field thot it 
began to slow down. 
The asteroids struck the spacecraft hord 


The pineapple ship was 
now hurtling through space 
at the speed of light, 


Learning reading speed 45% 


DAVID WALLIAMS ASTROCHIMP 


So hard that dll went silent, all went dark, АЙ went WEIRD! 
The chimp, the dog, the cats and all the fruit flies turned to jel 


But, bofore 
the pineoppl 
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Then the pineapple began ta rumble. 


The fighting stopped. Everyone fell silent. 
They looked out of the porthole. 
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AND IT WAS HEADING STRAIGHT FOR 


THE PINEAPPLE! 


10р! 
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ZUP! 


ASTROCHIMP 


y >, 5 
les С 
pu | 
It wos pandemonium. But stl E 
the queen Кері blasting! d 
G 


ZUP! IUP! Е 


the way of the shots, but 
Glaser blast hit his tall! 


Nobody, but nobody, 
Y singes my tail! 
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4 WE WILL NEVER SURRENDER! | 
сы 
vouMusr © 
SURRENDER! 


WE WILL FIGHT UNTIL THEN LET BATTLE 
DEATH! AND BEYOND! COMMENCE! 


Instantly, the cate and fruit flies went to WAR! 
Blast after blast on both sides obliterated the armies, 


Е А 


WHO SAID THAT? 

va ` 
MM 
H ( 
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Giant fruit flies were тарр‹ 
Clouds of ash exploded in the ai 


ТАР! Ж CAN'T HOLD 


P THEM ALL OFF ON 
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Chump couldn't bear it, 
He covered his eyes 
with his honds. 


Then he covered his 
eors with his feet. 


Bordot spoke into tho тіогорһопо 
in hor halmot, 


BARDOTS! | NEED 
BACK-UP! 


In ап instant, the spiky end of the 
pinoapple was hit by LASER BLASTS! 
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Giant fruit flies were zapped. 
Clouds of ash exploded in the air. 
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I CAN'T HOLD. 
THEM ALL OFF ON 
MY OWN! 
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Chump couldn't bear it, 


He covered his eyes 
with his hands, 


Then he covered his 
eors with his feet. 


Bardot spoke into tho тіогорһопо 
in hor halmot, 


BARDOTS! | NEED 
BACK-UP! 


In ап instant, the spiky end of the 
pinoapple was hit by LASER BLASTS! 
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Together, me ond my 
clones have formed a 
space police force! 


And you are under arrest! 


“prisoners! Follow me!” 
With that, Bardot marched Dmitri and Chump in the direction of 


the hatch. 


Or you kill them first апа 


then I kill them again? 


ш 
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The queen had been humiliated in front of her swarm. 
Her black eyes narrowed in fury. 


FRUIT FLIES! KILL THEM! 
KILL THEM ALL! 


The queen held back os the swarm took flight and 
flew at Chump, Dmitri and Bardot. 
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Nine of me, for my nine lives! 
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Do you really think one mangy old puss 
can take on a whole army of fruit flies? 


Perhaps not. But what 
you don't know is that 
1 have an army too! 


1 must be dreaming! 


But, Bardot, you are 
the only eat in space! 


Not any more! After my spacecraft was 
stolen by а dog space pirato— 


1 prefer "borrowed. 


1 fled іп my escape pod and 
crash-landed on ап alien planet. 
There, а race of superbeings 
had built a cloning machine. 

I commanded them to clone те! 
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No one is killing 


Why does everyone 
want to kill you? 


Anyone else care 
to resist? 


Іп fairness, they do 
have their reasons. 


1 am Bardot and that dog [s 

my prisoner, And 1 ат taking 

him off this pineapple! Does 
anyone care to resist? 


It will come as no surprise to learn that the pineapple fell deathly silent. 


m 
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ава cat with п jetpack strapped to her back! 


The French space agency had selected this 
super-smort sassy cat to be their first animol in space. 
The cot became an instant stor, THE WORLD'S FIRST CATSTRONAUTI 
But Bordot's space flight went dramatically wrong. 
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Quito the bottin, Bordat not only repaired 
her ship but mode it SUPERSONIC. 
The fastest spaceship ever! 


Bardot's plan was to police 


the universe: fight ovil and be 
a foroo for good. 
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Goodbye, Dmitri. Farewell, banana bo) 


All oyos turned towards the hatch, 
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Do you mind if I just quickly use your loo? 


YES! 1 DO! OUR LOO IS STRICTLY 
FOR FRUIT FLIES ONLY! Now, who 
shall! blast into oblivion first? 
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Do you mind if I just quickly use your loo? 


YES! 1 DO! OUR LOO 15 STRICTLY 
FOR FRUIT FLIES ONLY! Now, who 
shall! blast into oblivion first? 
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We haven't quite worked 
that one out yet. 


And once you nave destroyed 
Earth, where will you go? 


Wall, wo haven't figurod 
that out yet, either. 


And say you can't 
find anywhere else 
to live, what 


ENOUGH OF THESE 
ANNOYING QUESTIONS! FRUIT 
FLIES, BRING ME THE LASER 
BLASTER! 


m 
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төлем %0тетайе weapon was fetched from behind a gloss case, 
It taok the strength of four giant fruit flies to carry it. They handed it 
to the queen, who lifted it with ease and pointed it towards the pair, 


GOODBYE 
FOREVER! 
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“HOW DARE YOU!" thundered the queen 
“Oops!” said Chump. 

“үші chump! barked Dmitri 

"know." 


We will savour every moment of killing you! 
We love killing! Fruit mainly, but we are branching 
out. Chimps. Dogs. Whatever! And when we have 

killed you two until you are dead, we will wreak 
our revenge on the entire human roce! 


‘The queen looked around at her swarm, 


We fruit flies made 
history as the first living 
creatures in space! 


Oh, here we go 
again. 
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In 1947, we were blasted thousands of miles 
above Earth. An experiment. то see if creatures 
from Earth could survive up here. We did. But 
what we didn’t know was thot the humans 
would leave us up here... TO DIE. 


So, after we destroy you, 
we will destroy Earth! 


DAVID WALLIAMS 


SILENCE! Why do you both 
taste so DISGUSTING? 


Hey, that hurts! 


When was the last time either 
of you had a bath? 


About fifty 
years ago. 
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First, us fruit flies with ай! 
‘our fury will take our 
revenge on you two. Why me, Mrs Queen? 
1 haven't done anything 
to you! 


. for our thousand fellow 
fruit flies that you ate! 


But they tasted so deliciously of armpit! 


The fruit flies were furious. 
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“EURGH!” oxoloimad опо of the fruit flies. 


"THEY TASTE REVOLTING!” 


Just the ünlest nibble of the dog or the chimp 
U ‘was enough to токе them all want to BARF! 
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Jonly like sweet things! 


тіз one is 
And these two are savoury! This 


chimpanzee flavour! 


This one has a tang of do, 


is one tastes 
of fruit fly! 


That's Босаиве 

you just took a 

bite out of my 
thorax! 


Sorry! | thought it 
tasted very thoraxy! 


Has anyone got any 
ketchup? Ketchup makes 
everything taste better! 
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The quoen divo-bombed tho pair. 


Í WHOOMPH! (4 


As she did, her pineapple craft spun wildly, 


WHIRR! 


Her mighty wings struck them. 


^NOW, MY ARMY OF FRUIT FLIES!" cried the queen. “DEVOUR THEM!” 
With that, she hurled Chump and Dimitri into the swarm. 


N CS THWUÜTTLE! *+ 
қ And she grabbed 
them both with 
hes front legs. 


PLEASE, 
MRS QUEEN! 


“DEVOUR THEM!” 
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The fruit flies tried to take off, but it was impossible, 
They oll BISH BASH BOSHED into econ other. 
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Only the queen coul 
obove the throng. 


PREPARE TO 
MEET YOUR 


Chump was hurled towards Dmitri. 


WHOOSH! 


«+ before whacking into him! 
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Now, how does this giant 
pineapple work? 


Randomly, Dmitri pulled on some levers, thumped 
Some buttons and yanked some knobs. 


б THIS WOULD PROVE TO BE A MASSIVE MISTAKE! 
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Instantly, the pineopole twisted, soored and ducked like 
something thot does all those things o fair bit, 

All the insects ond other animals were hurled oround 
the pineapple. 


They tumbled on top of each other! Before rolling 
found and round the pineapple! 

ROMBLE! THWOMBLE! DROMBLE! 
It wos os If they were In û PINEAPPLE SPACESHIP 


TUMBLE DRYER! 
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i 


Chump, being Chump, dashed the WONG way. = 
right towards the glont trut flies! ‘Amid all this commotion, the sly old dog snuck 
“WRONG WAY!” cried omitri. his way over to the controls of the craft. 


Bur it was too lote! Chump was omong them! He tripped 
over one of the Queen Fruit Fly's feet and hit the deck! 


E oa 
= “Ж ФУ 


E. 2. knocking down fruit fly after fruit ly as ho dic 
BOSH! BOSH! BOSH! 
. . 
* 
. “ 
. 
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The swarm swarmed on the рай, their mouths open wide, 
All were hungry for REVENGE! 

Chump and Dmitri, their faces contorted in TERROR, 
booked into each other, 


But you're fruit files! You only eut fruit? 


That's why you're 
called fruit flies! And 
not monkey-dog flies! 


There were some murmurings among the fruit flies: 


With you, we are prepared to 
токе an exception! 
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1 
Only a few thousand! Kew thousand 


Now we live for one thing and one thing only. REVENGE! 
Oh! And fruit. Two things, REVENGE AND FRUIT! 


It's not my fault you 
аге so tasty! 


Well, now it’s time for you 
both to be eaten! Ж 


He's the one you [ zn 


Should be angry with! 


This monkey eats fruit fites! 


3096 
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Find o friendly pineapple. 
Locate a nice big black hole, 


Hurl pineapple into black hole, 


Wait ot the other end for the 
giant pineapple to shoot out. 


Hollow out the giant pineapple 

by eating the fruit, You could put 
chunks on о giant cocktail stick 
with some cheese, or place them 
ina blender to make a pineapple 
smoothie or boke a pineapple 
upside-down саке, All delicious. 
Unless you don’t like pineapple. # 


Hove о lie-down after eating 
all chat pineapple. 


Wake up. 


Find bits of old space junk 
to furnish the interior. 


(9) Use pineapple juice as fuel. 


Off you pop! 
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Oh! Have we met before? 


Oh yes! i ат Queen Fruit Fly. And 
you stole our space rocket! 


You've grown! How did you get so ginormous? 


When you left us to die in space, 
Dmitri, mo, my swarm and a pineapple 
were sucked into a black hole. 


I hope it wasn't too 
dark in there! Ha! На! 


But nobody wos amused 


After a painful silence, Chump snorted, 
^ just got it! A black holo is dark because 
it's black! He's quite funny, isn’t һө?" 


" 
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“пов inside the black hole, wo travelled faster than the 
spoed of light,” said tho queen. 

"s that fast?" asked Chump. 

"Very. And please don't interrUpt! it felt like we wore in 
the black hole for all eternity and a millisecond all at once,” 
Both Chump and Dmitri looked puzzled. 


“Around us was о koleidoscope of colours and shapes. The 
mysterious forces at work in the black hole made our cells 
expand. We became GIANT MEGA SUPER-INTELLIGENT ALL- 
POWERFUL WAR-MONGERING VILLAINOUS NOT-VERY-NICE 
MUTANT FRUIT FLIES! The pineapple became a thousand times 
bigger too. once we zoomed out of the end of the black 
holo, we found ourselves at the furthest odgo of tho goloxy. 
To survive, we took refuge in the giant pineapple. Over time, 
ме ate out the inside and used debris we found floating in 
space to transform it into a spacecraft." 
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EN 


Ports thot had fallen off 
Space stations. 
\ 
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Dmitri? Are these the same fruit flies 
whose spacecraft you stole? 


No! No! No! Those ones wore 
smoller, Much smaller. 


Fruit-fly size 


The swarm parted as an even roller fruit fly with bulging black 
eyes flew to the front, It was apparent this one was their leader. 
The one who must be obeyed! She hissed at them. 


Dmitri, we meet 
again! 


DAVID WALLIAMS 


EPISODE 
FIVE 


[ ves! | A GIANT PINEAPPLE FLOATING IN SPACE! 


Please be patient, os | will explain lator how o giant 
pineapple came to be floating in space, 

{And don't flick forward any pages = you will only spoil 
it for yourself) 
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The spiky crown of the pineapple opened like a hatch, and the. 
giant fruit flies flew in, clutching their prisoners 

Now Chump and Dmitri found themselves in a vast hollowed- 
out fruit, 

To their surprise, the pineapple had been turned into o 

primitive apocooraft. There wore lovers, dials, c giant screen, 

Koyboards, radios, evon a SELF-DESTRUCT button! 

N n (These always seem like a bod ideo) 


y Space tools 


at 
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Where ore you taking us? 


TO OUR SHIP! 
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No, it's not nice. The chances of us 
being rescued аге a trillion to one. 


18 that good or bad? 


BAD! VERY, 
VERY BAD! 
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а. 


Ж 
Cmm» - 
ы Ир Cw 
/ 


The pair turned round to sea A ‘SWARM OF FRUIT FLIES 
buzzing towards them! 
= N 


NO! THEY ARE FAR 
AWAY. THEY'RE GIANT 
FRUIT FLIES! 
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Dmitri grabbed hold of the end of the plank. 
But Chump crashed into him. 


674% 


Now they were spiralling through | 
THE INFINITE TERROR OF SPACE! 


PUT THAT ON, 4 
BANANA BOY, IF YOU 
WANT TO LIVE! 
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Now the full force of the universe was pulling Dmitri out, 
If it weren't for his tail being cought in the inner door, 
he would already be frozen to death, 


ARGH! 
CLOSE THE 
DOOR! 


Learning reading speed 


ASTROCHIMP 


DAVID WALLIAMS 


A terrified Chump hit a 
button, ond the inner 
door began to close 


“ SCHTU. T 


But, before it shut completely, Dmitri smacked against 
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SORRY, DMITRI! | DIDN'T MEAN TO HURT YOU! 
OPEN THIS DOOR AT ONCE! 


Will you promise not to make me walk che plank? 


Well, | can't open it until you do! 


| PROMISE! 
You sure? 


YES! OF COURSE! PIRATE'S ‘HONOUR! 
NOW, HIT THAT BUTTON ON YOUR LEFT! 


chump wasn’t good at left and right and by 
mistcke pressed the button on his right. 
This opened the outer door. 


jump began tiptoeing backwards until ho was behind the inner door. 
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Right, Chump! Time for 
you to walk the plank! 


Sorry, Dmitri! Please can 
you stay right there until Im 
safely back on Earth? 


Dnitri turned and saw 


that 


ump wosn't there. 
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Dmitri huffed and put on his helmet, before 
pressing с button next to the airlock door. 


Now there was just one outer door between 
thom and COLD, DARK, ENDLESS SPACE, 


Ыр chump peered through А 
„ the porthole. He sneozed all over the gloss, 


1AM NOT HAVING A SNOTTY 
SPACE-PIRATE SHIP! PEOPLE WILL mais \ + 


TALK! NOW WIPE THAT OFF! 1 don't have a tissue! 
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Chump sneezed agai 
A globule of snot shot straight towards Dmitri 


Dmitri ducked and che snot splattered all over а screen behind him. 


~ ж 
— SPLUT! 

"00PS" said Chump. ^ 

Dmitri looked at tho chimp with diagust, "Rovolting! Now, 
where were we?” 

“You were about to moke me walk the planki” replied Chump, 
before slapping his hairy forehead in frustration. 


N0000! WHY DID І SAY THAT? 


Ha! Ha! Thank you for reminding 
me. Walk right this way! 
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Do you think there is 
any chance | might be 
rescued out thoro? 


DAVID WALLIAMS 


These ones belonged to mice, ` 


frogs, jellyfish, spiders, а gerbil 
and - this опо - fruit flies! 


YUM! Fruit flios, dolicious! 
Especially if you pluck 
them out of another 


chimps armpit! 


DISGUSTING! 
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You are such o chump, Chump! Don't 
vou understand thot the humans used 
all of us as guinea pigs? 


But! am a chimpanzee! 


But you were used as а guinea pig! For 

ап experiment! It you died orbiting Earth, 

then humans would too. That is why you 
were sent up into space. 
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OTHER THINGS THAT DOG SPACE PIRATES DO: 
So, whose ships 


+ 
piece ЫЫ were all these? 
токот spaceships | wits to Make it look os 


Il they've bee 
лу потез. | och deadly || The ships of every other animal 


that has been blasted into space. 
This ono was piloted by a French 


5 
Let their boards grow cat, rather pretty she was, 
Jong, No trimming in the 
space 000 groomers, 
Please! In fact, no 
grooming inthe space- 
deg groomers atoll 


MUCH. Especially | 
dog biscuits, 


Waar an eyepatch, even If thay 
у even If they can 
|, 348 Perfectly well out of both eyes, 


Wear two eyepatzhes Y Laugh heartily, 


um y von when things 
се that fon 


Attach a porrat 
росе pirate to their 
shoulder. 


Bo a Lit rudo to рор. 
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Earth is not MY home! 


And it never will be! 
it was Earthlings 
who left me to die 
in space! 


1 will hold о grudge against 
humankind until the day | die! 
Jt was only when I had reached 
space that | realised there was 
по plan to bring me back to 
Earth. with no food left on ту 
ship, I had to become a space 
pirate to survive! 
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It seems like you enjoy the whole 
space-pirate thing too. 


Are you ail right? 


YES! THAT’S WHAT DOG SPACE PIRATES SAY! 
“AAARRRGGGHHH!” 


If you say so. 100 SAY SO! 
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seems like you enjoy the whole 
space-pirate thing toc. 
Earth is not MY home! расе рта Алд 
And it novor will bo! 
it was Earthlings 
who left me to die 
in space! 


Are you ail right? 


YES! THAT’S WHAT DOG SPACE PIRATES SAY! 
“AAARRRGGGHHH!” 


If you say so. 100 SAY SO! 


1 will hold о grudge against 
humankind until the day | die! 
Jt was only when I had reached 
space that | realised there was 
по plan to bring me back to 
Earth. with no food left on ту 
ship, I had to become a space 
pirate to survive! 
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The Hound of Horror [s the mightiest ship in the known 
Universe, made from all the ships | have plundered over 
the years. Yours is now just a tiny part of my giant craft. 


Thank you. Seeing as you have stolen my capsule, 
please сап you give me a ride back home? 
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И the only home 1 have ever known. If you 
could drop me off on Earth, well, Americo, 
well, New York City, well, Central Park 
Zoo, well, Central Park 700% chimpanzee 
enciosure, that would be super! 
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Welcome to the Hound of Horror! 


Funny name for a spaceship. 
Why did you coll it that? 


It puts fear into the hearts of ail 
the creatures of the universe! 


Does it? 


It doesn't mine! 


It will! 
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Dinitrl's last throw was û blinder! He chucked It шие 


l е 2 Itbouncedolt... 
-THWUP! . 
..anding right on Chump's shoulders. 

- SHONT! . 


t oliokod into place. 


However, the helmet was on the wrong 
way round, Now the snotty glass visor 
моз at the back of Chump’s head. 
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à That was the idea! Now come on, 
‘With that, Dmitri picked up í 
h Ы the helmet and hurled it baok ы даал Дау) tva Руи acsi 
f ғ Do ! have to | 
a YES! | LOVE A SCRAP! 


Chump sighed, unclipped his 
harness, slid off his seat, picked 
up the helmet and lobbed it in 
the genoral direction of Dmitri. 


A THIS WAS A GAME Ol 
orate SPACE DODGERAL, 


A! % 
2 2 NM 
77 
AN 
< " 6 > ت‎ 
Ў $ ча 
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Try met i'm а tough 
old mutt! 


Yes! Throw it as hard 
ов you сап! 
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The helmet struck the screen, smashing it to pieces 


NT 


« oops, 1 am 50 sorry! ) PAN 


You wanna ploy, 
do you, banana boy? 
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You don't mean me? 


Yes! | do mean you! 


But where will | go when I 
reach the end of the plank? 


You will be huried into the void! 


B-b-but l^ die! 
YES! That’s the 
beauty of the scheme. 


Now, come with me. 
IT’S TIME TO DIE! 
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Erm, what if | don't want to? 


1 don't like fighting! 


1 do! love a scrap! Go оп! 
Throw something else at me! 


‘dunno, How about 
your helmet? 
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You must have been frozen Р Ж уу 
for half а century! Wit ossa smita 
pirate do? 


ENOUGH. 1 AM TIRED К 
OF THIS NONSENSE, lattack and seize other 


spaceships, stealing 
tholr booty! 


mean booty booty - anything 


( \ A and everything of value. Then 
A SPACE | force the animals on board 


PIRATE! £ | \ і to walk the plonk! 
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MMM! 


ANOTHER! 


BANANA LOLLY! 
THROW ME 


А5ТКОСНІМР 


That was my last one! Who оп Earth, 


! mean in space, are you? 


You don't know? 


Dmitri? 
Dmitri the dog! | 


10m world-famous! THE FIRST 
ANIMAL IN SPACE! If you don't 
count the fruit flies! Who are you? 


tho first ape 
іп space! 
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Feeling os if he were going to lose his bananas ond his life, 
Chump searched for something to throw at the dog. 


TAKE THAT, 
YOU MUTT! 
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Dmitri was о stray who hod been found living rough on the mean 
backstreets of Moscow, Years before Chump's mission, he was 
selected to make history as the first animal in space. 

The Russian space progromme chose a stray dog, as it would 4 4 лге you NUTS? 
be more able to endure the cold and hunger up in space. 


Can we discuss this? | am rather fond of bananas. 


No. 1am o chimpanzee. 


Right! That's it! 
Jam coming in to get them! J 


But little did HE know that there was no plan to bring him back to 
Earth. He was left alone In his craft, floating across the universe. Leave me and my 
He nad ZERO CHANCE OF SURVIVAL. bananas alone! 


‚ (СнА!НА! 
| NEVER! 


But tho dog was dogged. Dmitri was 
determined to survive by becoming the 


first DOG SPACE PIRATE! that's 
why he was demanding Chump's bananas! 
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The ship locked on to the open emergency escape hatch of 
"литр" capsule. 
Instontly, the ice-cold capsule was flooded with warm air. 


An upside-down dog's head sporting an eyepatch poked through 
the hatch. The dog barked їп а Russian accent, 


HAND OVER 
YOUR BANANAS OR 


DEATH AWAITS 
You! 


*You wil be glad to know you cent no deej-Froren 
chimps naxt ta tho doop-frozan pens in tho supermarkot 
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Then Chump made a TERRIBLE MISTAKE! 
He slid open his helmet. 


impanzoo was frozen completely soli 


Like оп ape lolly. 
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“GHUMP? CHUMP!” cried the chief scientist. 
Chump's screen froze over and araoked. 


ال 


Ав he began to faol tho cold, Chump sneezed, 
- ا‎ 
\ (| 


" j 


S ) 
ZL 
Кыл һы » 2 


Snot splatted the inside of his helmet. 
The chimp tried to wipe the snot off from the outside. 


(р 


we Ye 
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v6 


e үү 
LIGHTS FLASHED! > Y % f 
an ALARM SOUNDED! „/ D 6 
сол? 


- ти А „ 
mum A Woowoo! м 
Cee yf Woowoo! 
CLUNK! 
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Stil strapped into his seat, the 
chimp looked up. Above his head 
was а red button, just oul of reach, 


TEEN 
TIA 
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Understood! Мом, а celebratory 


banana, 1 think! 


With tho emuggast of smug looks on his hairy face, he 
took off the skin, and tossed the fruit part into the alr 
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оп Chump's screen, all the NASA 
scientists down at Kennedy Space 
Center clapped and cheered, 


ч 
4 "HOORAY! 


“Chump! cried tho chiof scientist. "The mission is a success! 


Now sit tight as we bring you safely back to Earth!” 
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‘Chump peeked through the porthole ond waved. 
— E 


HELLO, DOWN THERE! 
IT'S CHUMP! CAN YOU 
HEAR ME? 


Of course thoy couldn't, but Chump didn’ 
that, Ho wasn’t the smartest. 


But all the animals In the zoo were gazing 


up as the tiny dot disuppeored into the 
block, The whole world was watching too, 


Except а mon called Colin, 
Little did Chump know thot he had been selected for o deadly- у who was sitting cn the loo 
dangerous mission. NASA wanted to find out what happened ү ; and missed the whole thing. 
when an ope orbited Earth, If It could survive, then chances wora E 
а human could too. 

With Chump the chimp ot the controls of a spacecraft, what 
oould possibly go wrong? 
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опе day, scientists from the US space agency, NASA, visited tho. 
zoo. They needed to choose a chimpanzee to blast into space. 

All the other chimpanzees wero smart enough to hide behind 
the trees, зо tho scientists chose Chump, who was showing off 
to them all with сото BOTTOM WAGGLING! 


ate tho skina of bananas, hurling out the tasty part inside, 
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Somewhere, thousands of miles below, was Chump’s home, 
Central Park Zoo, He had orrived there os an orphan, The baby 
didn't have a nome, so the other chimps named him Chump. 
That's because he was always amusing everyone by being silly. 


Chump made rude noises from BOTH END! 
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М/00-Н00! 
I'M THE 
FIRST APE IN 
SPACE! 


SHERRR! 
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@— 


оп board was а chimpanzee, 


A chimp named Chump 
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wow! 
I thought Earth 
was square, 
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The rocket lifted off the ground, and shot 
into the sky like a rocket, Oh, it’s already 
а rocket, Allright, then, it shot off into the 
sky faster than something else that was 
still roally, really, really fast! 
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ALSO STARRING: ‘ie Budd ho 


THE 
GIANT FRUIT FLIES 
THE BADDIES 
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